VIViu, nuwWrii^ slnould sVarV ut zero 

To denote +he subsequence o^* natural nuvnWrs 
2, 3,.., > 11 wiVhouA -VY^e pernicious tnree dots t |our 
conventions are open 4o us •. 

a) QL ^ c < 1 S 

fe) 1 < i $ 11 
O 1$ c $ 11 
d) 1< c <: 13 

9 re -there, reasons to prefer one convention to 
4-Vie otner? Yes, tnere <xre. 'IVie observation VWxt 
conventions a) ar\dl fe} have taae Yhat 

)V»e difference Wlween the bounds as noentianed 
equals tt>e lenatV* ©^ tt>e subsequence is Valid. 
So *»s tt\e observation tKat,as a, cennss^wence, 
in eitt>er convention two suWsecjweinces are ad- 
jacent means +UV the upper bound o-^ t-he one 
equals the \otoer bound o^? the other. Valid as 
these observations are , tWu don't enatd^, us to 
choose between oT) ond t") i So leV us start 
afresh. 

'IWre *»S a smallest nalural number. Exclusion 
the loujer bound -as \r» b) and d^) — forces 
^o-r a -subseauence 

n 5 a ^ ^ e Smallest natuml 
numWr the louder bound as voenba-ned into the 
realm tt>e Unnalural Yi umbers. ""Ibat ^3^> 

so ffoc the louoer bound we pre^r ^ as 'm 
a} and c). Consider noo tbe subsequences 
starting oV fne smallest natural nuwW 1 . in- 
clusion o|? the upper bound Would tWn -^orce 
•the lalVer to be unn atu r<*\ b^ tne Vime Vbe se- 
quence Ws sbrunb -to the empkj cme.TbaV \s 
uglu, So £or the upper bound we prefer < as 



in a) and d) . Vie concWde *ViaV ccnrwenVion a) 
is Vo be preferred. 

proqror>imir>Oj \an^c«jcxOje Wesa , devel- 
oped aV Xerox 7WC t Has special noVoAu*ns £or 
inVerv<*\s oj? inVeojers m all psuir conven Vicms. trx- 
VensWe experience W«VV» YAesa. nets sViown 
use 4-ne oVner VWee ccmvervVicms Vxxs Wee^ cx 
consVanV Source clumsiness and vrusVcxWs > 

and on cxccounV op VWaV experience Mesa, pro- 
grammers are no<o ^Vran^U* cd vised nor 4o 

laVWr -tWee availaUe jRaaVures. 1 vnenrion -ttvis 
experimenVa\ ev/idence —for u>V»aY »V *iS wor^V»~ 
Wcciu.se -some ^c©p\e ^ecl ^ncomPorkxUe W»Yn con- 
cVusions *V»aV "have vnoV Con^rm^ in prac- 

Vice. (fend / Rerwar\c.") 



e\e- 



Vlnen deal.na. UriVV> a. sec^ence WnaW* >i 

4W elemenVs of toVncn we WisV, \o chsVm au.isn 

suWscripY , 4W nexV vexing a;uesVion is " 
Subscript vaAue <Vo aSS'.^m Ao iVs sYarWj 
menV. VW Vienna 4o convention a) fields, when 
sWW u/,rn suWripV i , *e Su^scrlpV rar^e 
i sWVina, wiVVt 0 > Vio^euer, ^ives Wk» 
nicer range 0$ c < N . So \e r us leV our or- 
dinals srorr ar "Zero ; an elements ordinal CsuV>- 
scripO equals W)e number oj? e\emen\s preceding 
iV m <VV»e se^uenc*. ftnd W>e moral oP &c sVor^ 
is -rnaV we nad WeVW regard -after all 4*iose 
CenWie<A - ?ero as a. mos\ r>aWa\ *uvnWr. 

IfemarW . Hanu ^ro oramm'.n^ l^uaaes We U 
designed w^WoJ due attend tett»is deVail.ln 



goL £6 and \n 'PASCftV . conversion <T) has 
been cxdopVed ^ Ui<s more recen 

Wn loc^cU on tsn •. a. S<?c^u€r>c<£ 

"m SRSL 'is aV Vne same Vime a function on tt>e 
yos»V»ve mVe^rs. Ctnd of* < 1semorW > b 



* # 



TVe abov/e V>as been ^rio^ered bij a receTiV HncidenV, 
wVien > \Y\ an emoViona\ ou-Vo^rsK owe »*ua vnaVbe- 
VnaViccA co\le»aues \imivefV<Vj _no> a com- 

pwtin^ scienHsY — accused a inumoer ^our>^e<" 
ccnnnpuVin<x Sc"ienVis\s "pedlar* Wy" becccu.se —as 
4Y>ecj do otj ^oloil-- ^•J) sVarWd YiumWf^a aV 
*2ero. 4ooV consciously a>ciopV»ncj Hie rn osr se*>sA>ta 
convention as a. provoccxYion. Cfi^So Mie ''End of..... 
Ccmven non v>«.uoed as provocaV>ve • V>t\Y VW conven- 

Wnooo oP a sW<Aer»V uiVvo <x\mosi~ 
CX in excxm i n a cm \d ^V>€ Wc5 V asSu rn i vri 

stages : CorporaW religions as *m oVV>ers , V-Vie 

V)€reVic musV We cc*sV ou.^ noV V>ec<xuse 
to rota IS toronq 

•Yne. poSsVb. !• \ VViaV be "\S riOybV. 

TlaVaansWaaV 5 u ftucyxsl- -1^82 

S67i ftL NUENfcN prof dr. £dsger tf/3*j\<«W 

"""Yne NeVY»er\ands ^^rrou^hs ^«S€arcn "Te\\ou> 
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